
Minutes of the Meeting of the Creston Valley Chamber of Commerce 

April 19, 2018 

 

1. Call to Order and Attendance 

Meeting called to order by President Andrew Darby at 12:04pm. 

Board members in attendance include Andrew Darby, Brian Lawrence, Celia Pringle, 

Megan McKendry, Dobrila Braunstein, Bob Kitching, Kim Garety, Heather Grassing. Also 

in attendance, Vern Gorham, Chamber Manager. 

 

2. Swearing in of the Board of Directors and Executive  

Stefan Klassen is in attendance to witness the official swearing in of the Executive and 

Board of Directors.  President Andrew Darby, Vice President Brian Lawrence, 2nd Vice 

President Celia Pringle and Secretary/Treasurer Megan McKendry are sworn in and their 

respective positions ratified.  The remaining Board members in attendance are sworn in 

collectively and their positions as members of the Board of Directors of the Creston 

Valley Chamber of Commerce are ratified. 

 

3. Approval of Previous Minutes 

President Andrew D. requests a review of the minutes from March 2018.  With no 

corrections, the minutes are declared as accepted. 

 

4. Spring Trade Show 2018 and Rent-a-Tent 

As of April 19, 2018, there are only 4 booths remaining, and it is expected that the event 

will be fully booked.  There are a total of 102 spaces available, including the outside 

spaces.  The Chamber will have 2 booths at the Trade Show, one for representation of 

the Chamber and the other for Rent-a-Tent.  Rental rates are $275 per tent per day.  A 

contract will be drawn up and a damage deposit will be required.  Brian offers to take 

photos and create a set-up manual.  There is discussion of providing set-up for a fee.  

The set-up will be contracted out to 1 or more groups or individuals as there is the 

possibility to have multiple setups required at different locations on the same day.  This 

contract will be offered to members first and rates will be decided at a later date. 

The event tents have arrived, and several board members assembled the first one with 

the assistance of Bob K.  2 Have already been rented for use at the Trade Show.   

 

5. Eve of Spring Ball Tournament 

The Ball Tournament is still accepting team registration through the website at the Early 

Bird rate until May 1, 2018.  Celia P. suggests selling t-shirts at the event. 

 

 



6. Ceramic Tile 

The Chamber has approximately 450sq. ft. of ceramic tile left over from previous 

flooring projects.  There is no intent to use the remaining tile, so Vern G. suggests 

offering it up by silent auction at the Trade Show to get it out of the storage room, and 

the board agrees. 

 

7. Community Network Meeting 

The second Wednesday of every month, there is a Community Networking Meeting at 

8am at the library.  The next meeting is May 9th, 2018. It is suggested that the Chamber 

set up a schedule to have a Chamber representative in attendance.  Vern G. will set up a 

schedule. 

 

8. GIC for $5000 from Rural Dividend Fund 

The Chamber has received the $5000 funding from the Rural Dividend Fund for the 

payment of the Emergency Preparedness consultant.   

Bob K. motions to invest the $5000 in a GIC to earn interest until the contract is paid; 2nd 

by Brian L.; none opposed; so moved. 

 

9. Rural Dividend Fund Grant for Emergency Preparedness 

The contract was posted to secure a consultant to complete the emergency 

preparedness strategy to integrate into the existing protocols.  After a review of the 

applications, and recommendations by the Tendering Committee, a consultant has been 

chosen. 

Megan M. motions to award the contract to Mark Wolfe; 2nd by Dobrila B.; none 

opposed; so moved. 

 

10. Clogged Lower Drain Area 

The lower drain area collects garbage and gets clogged, and as a result maintenance is 

required to come in a continually unclog it.  Vern G. suggests putting drain rock and a 

screen in to prevent the garbage from collecting there.  The issue is passed to the 

Maintenance committee to be addressed. 

Bob K. joins the Maintenance Committee with Ralph V. as chair. 

 

11. Blossom Festival Passport Event Update 

Brian L. is redesigning the passport to reflect the Chambers involvement and the new 

passports will be ready for viewing by the next meeting. 

 

12. Security Improvement 

Kit Santano with Swift Internet presented a video surveillance system to be added on 

site for additional security.  The units are $200 each plus installation.  The board agrees 

to table it for now and reassess in the fall. 



13. Signing Authority 

Bob K. motions to amend the signing authority for the Creston Valley Chamber of 

Commerce to include Brain Lawrence and Celia Pringle (Megan McKendry and Vern 

Gorham already have signing authority and will continue to do so); 2nd Kim G.; none 

opposed; so moved. 

 

14. Member Training Series in partnership with the College of the Rockies 

Dobrila B. motions to postpone the start date for the online training series to September 

2018; 2nd by Heather G.; none opposed; so moved. 

 

15. Member Breakfast Program 

The executive wishes to continue to build upon the success of the program thus far.  The 

mentor moment was well received and will continue.  A member moment will be added 

and the topic of discussion will be aimed at correlating with a current community event 

or focus.  The member moment will take place during the meal portion of the breakfast, 

while everyone is eating and will last 10 to 15 minutes.  The key speakers for each 

breakfast will be announced on the monthly emails to members. 

Megan M. motions to allow Celia P. a $100 budget for breakfast supplies per breakfast 

meeting, to be adjusted based on future attendance; 2nd by Dobrila B.; none opposed; so 

moved. 

 

16. Passport Program for Eve of Summer Ball Tournament 

Vern G. suggests initiating a Passport program for the Ball Tournament participants, to 

be carried out over the 3 days of the tournament.  Brian will design the passports for the 

event.  The Passport program will include $200 in prize, the denominations of which are 

yet to be determined. 

 

17. Manager Interviews and Awarding of Contract 

The position of Manager of the Chamber of Commerce was posted, and several 

applications were received.  The Tendering Committee conducted 3 interviews with the 

candidates who were best suited for the position based on their submitted documents.  

The interviewed applicants were presented to the Board, and the strengths and 

weaknesses of each applicant were discussed.  After considering the recommendations 

of the Tendering Committee, the Board made a selection and has appointed the 

Chamber Manager.  The Chamber would like to thank all applicants for their interest in 

representing the Chamber. 

Celia P. motions to appoint Vern G. as the Manager of the Creston Valley Chamber of 

Commerce pending contract negotiations; 2nd by Kim G.; none opposed; so moved. 

 

18. Meeting adjourned at 1:35pm. 


