
Minutes of the CV Chamber of Commerce Meeting on October 18, 2018 
 
Board Members Present: Bob Kitching, Alayna Blackmore, Andrew Darby, Tara 
Mehrer, Brenda Brucker, Joanna Wilson, and Brian Lawrence 
 
Also Attending: Mark Wolfe (Past-President), Dianne Weatherston representing 
the Creston Arts Council, and Karen Unruh representing the Town of Creston. 
 
Regrets: Kim Garety, Ralph Vigna, Bree Olsen 
 
Presiding and Conducting: President Andrew Darby 
 
As there was not enough members present to equal a quorum from our last 
Board meeting in September, there was no minutes to approve. The meeting was 
opened by President Darby at 4:35 pm. 
 
As a note, an online vote following our September meeting for a new Board 
member was unanimously approved. Brenda Brucker is our newest Board 
Member. She sits on the Arts Council Board as well as several other organization 
boards.  
 
After some opening remarks, Mark Wolfe gave a presentation in regards to the 
business recovery plan he was commissioned by the Chamber to complete. The 
Chamber received a $5000 grant from the rural dividend fund to have this plan 
completed.  
 
There were several suggestion put forward by Mark’s plan that include having the 
Chamber play a key role in establishing a plan for our community. More study of 
the plan by the Board is required, and no formal steps in regards to the plan were 
taken at this time.  
 
Following Mark, Dianne Weatherston presented the upcoming year’s events for 
the Arts Council, including a wine and cheese to be held in the Chamber building 
in January 2019.  
 
Following Dianne, the Board was informed of much of the past items that had 
occurred that the Chamber was involved in: 
 
1) All candidate’s forum held on October 15, moderated by Vice President Brian 
Lawrence. The event went well, and was well received by the community. Some 
minor suggestions were offered for next time to improve the time keeping, and 
ability for candidates to know how much time they had left to speak. Other than 
that, from all feedback, the event was well run and well received.  
 
2) Dragon’s Den was a successful event. Vice President Brian Lawrence 
expressed embarrassment that EMCEE Vern Gorham had contests in the event 



for audience members to win a prize if they came up and sang a song with him. 
Attendance numbers were low (under 100), and if the event is held again next 
year, it was determined that possibly a Friday night may do better. As well, 
having the event two days after the Candidates Forum may have lowered 
attendance. Jessica Piccinin won first place, Dylan Fladhamer picked up second 
prize, and Alayna Blackmore was third. The event made a modest profit of 
approximately $1200.  
 
3) Building Signage from the outside is very poor. Chamber Manager Vern asked 
if a committee could be struck to determine suitable signage for the outside that 
tenants could then buy into that would be standardized. A committee of Brian 
Lawrence, Joanna Wilson, and Tara Mehrer was struck to design the signage 
standard, and report back to the Board. 
 
4) New signing authorities are needed. Bob Kitching and Joanna Wilson 
volunteered. Brenda made the motion: Alayna seconded, All in Favor. 
 
5) As a note, Vern asked in regards to sharing a monthly column with the 
community in the CV Advance. Our constitution states that only the President 
can speak publicly for the Chamber, unless he delegates this to someone else. 
President Darby thereby delegated Vern Gorham to do this, and have the column 
vetted through Brian Lawrence. No motion required. 
 
6) Vern brought a plumbing issue in regards to toilet flushing, and small water 
lines to the attention of the Board. It was discussed, and Bob motioned that we 
obtain a quote for the plumbing. Tara seconded. All in favor.  
 
7) The Winterfest Committee has asked that the Chamber again sponsor the 
best decorated window for the event. The request was for $300. Motioned by 
Brian, seconded by Alayna. All in favor.  
 
There was no more business to discuss. Meeting adjourned at 6:10 pm.  


