
Minutes of the Meeting of the Creston Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 

 

1. Attendance and Call to Order 

Board of Directors in attendance include: Megan McKendry, Ralph Vigna, Brian Lawrence, Dobrila 

Braunstein, Heather Grassing, Bob Kitching, and Andrew Darby. 

Also in attendance, are Chamber members, Celia Pringle, Allan Downton and Marie Neilson, Town of 

Creston representative, Karen Unruh, and Chamber Manager, Vern Gorham. 

 

In the absence of a President, the meeting is being presided over by Manager Vern G. 

Meeting is called to order at 12:07pm. 

 

2. Resignation from the Board and New Board Member 

After consideration of availability and scheduling, Jenneil Peters has withdrawn her nomination to 

the Board of Directors of the Creston Valley Chamber of Commerce via email. 

Vern G. suggests nominating Celia Pringle to the Board. Based on her commitment and volunteer 

time to the Chamber, the Board nominates Celia P. to fill the vacant position with no objections. 

 

3. Nomination and Selection of Executive 

The positions of President, Vice President, 2nd Vice President and Secretary/Treasurer must be filled 

at the pleasure of the Board. 

President – Celia P. nominates Andrew Darby; seconded by Heather G.; none opposed; so carried. 

Vice President – Andrew D. nominates Brian Lawrence; seconded by Celia P.; none opposed; so 

carried. 

2nd Vice President – Megan M. nominates Celia Pringle; seconded by Brian L.; none opposed; so 

carried. 

Secretary/Treasurer – Brian L. nominated Megan McKendry; seconded by Ralph V.; none opposed; so 

carried. 

 

4. Bursary for Board Member to Attend BC Chamber AGM 

The Chamber has been approved for a bursary to send an executive member, and his/her spouse if 

desired, to the BC Chamber AGM in Kamloops on May 24 – 26, 2018.  The bursary covers the 

entrance fee and $1500 in incidentals for the trip.  The executive member attending will be 

determined at a future date. 

 

5. Rural Dividend Fund 

The funding has been secured and the contracted position of fulfilling the obligations of the grant 

must be filled so the project can be completed within the set timeframe.  Tendering of the position 

is passed to the Tendering Committee, consisting of Dobrila B. (Chair) and Megan M. 

Bob K. suggests listing all active committees and their members on the website for all members. 

 

 



6. Technology Grant 

Vern G. has secured a grant from Columbia Basin Trust to update the computers in the office.  The 

grant will cover 40% of the cost of any new technology.  The Board agrees to the purchase of a new 

computer for the second office where the intern and volunteers are positioned.  The new computer 

will be purchased through a Chamber member at a total cost of around $1000, translating to a cost 

of about $600 to the Chamber with the remainder paid by the CBT grant. 

 

7. Tents for Ball Tournament 

For the Slo-pitch Tournament, a large covered space will be needed for the beer garden at the 

Creston District Community Complex.  A space of at least 40’ x 40’ has been recommended. The 

Chamber will need to have access to some outdoor event tents.  After calling around, it was 

determined that there is no one in Creston that rents them out.  Cranbrook has 20’x20’ tents 

available for $350/day, which would be a total cost of $2800 for 4 tents for the weekend, plus the 

cost of transporting them to and from. 

Vern G. found a distributor who will sell 20’x20’ tents to the Chamber at the wholesale price of $614 

each.  He suggests purchasing 5 tents, 4 for the beer garden and 1 for the live band.  The tents could 

then be rented out locally for a fee.  Bob K. indicates that a 40’x40’ space may not be big enough for 

the beer garden based on the expected number of people and suggests preparing for a bigger space. 

The Board agrees to the purchase of 7 outdoor event tents for use at the ball tournament and public 

rental. 

 

8. Finances 

Vern G. presents the current year to date and previous months income statements.  Incoming 

revenue sources include memberships, trade show booth rentals and the rental of the old 

Manager’s office to the Arts Council. 

Taking into account last years unbudgeted renovation costs, the unexpected maintenance costs and 

the still needed upgrades to the upstairs office spaces, as well as the aging heating and cooling 

system, the Chamber could use some extra accessible funds.  Vern G. has determined through 

discussion with the financial advisor that the Chamber could access up to a total of $100K, including 

the balance owing on the building and the outstanding balance on the Line of Credit.  Accessing the 

extra funds would not affect the monthly payments due on the repayment of the loan but would 

increase the term of the loan. 

Vern G. presented a list of expenses for which funds are needed, including completing the 

renovations upstairs, purchasing seating and furnishings for the seating area, signage, repayment of 

the Line of Credit used for last years renovations, a few items for the trade show, the new computer 

for the intern’s office, and the purchase of 7 event tents.  The total of these expenses is $25,423. 

Any funds in excess of the expenses specified can be put into an accessible savings account to act as 

a contingency and to help secure grants or other funding for future projects. 

Brian L. motions to access the funds available to the Chamber, to use the amount outlined for 

indicated expenses, and to put the remainder in an accessible savings account designated as 

restricted funds for future use; seconded by Dobrila B.; none apposed; so carried. 

 

 



9. Trade Show Update and Call for Volunteers 

The Spring Trade Show is on April 27th and 28th.  Volunteers will be needed to tend the Chamber 

table and to represent the Chamber at the event. Megan M., Dobrila B., Ralph V., and Andrew D. all 

indicate their willingness to assist as needed. 

 

10. Slo-Pitch Tournament Update and Call for Volunteers 

The Committee in charge of organizing the event is meeting every 2nd Thursday at 5pm in the 

boardroom, and Vern G. and Dobrila B. are attending these meetings.  The event will be held June 

1st and 2nd and volunteers and needed.  Board members are asked to approach local community 

groups to see if they are interested in providing food options at the various venues as well as to look 

for volunteers. 

 

11. Allan Downton – Creston Living Magazine 

Allan Downton of Creston Living Magazine has offered the Chamber free space in the publication to 

advertise upcoming events as well as 2-3 pages of member profiles per issue.  The next issue is set 

to be delivered May 15/16, 2018. 

 

12. Manager Contract 

Vern G. excuses himself from the meeting. 

Vern G. has been the acting interim Manager of the Creston Valley Chamber of Commerce for 2 

years.  The Chamber wishes to fill the position, on contract, to the best suited individual.  As such, 

the position of Manager was posted from March 1st to 9th.  The Tendering Committee received 11 

applications.  The committee reviewed the applicants with the Board and 3 candidates were 

selected to move on to the interview stage.  Interviews will be conducted by the Tendering 

Committee, who will them make recommendations to the Board at the next meeting, who will then 

choose the successful candidate. 

 

13. Meeting is Adjourned at 1:44pm 


