
Minutes of the Meeting of the Creston Valley Chamber of Commerce 
 

October 19, 2017 
 

1. Call to Order and Members in Attendance 
 
President Mark W. called the meeting to order at 12:18pm.  Board members in attendance include: Mark 
Wolfe, Mark Saunders, Megan McKendry, Dobrilla Braunstein, Kim Garety, and Joanna Wilson.  Non-voting 
members in attendance include: Vern Gorham, Merv Hutchinson, Heidi Germann (Economic Action 
Partnership Manager), Karen Unruh (Councillor; Town of Creston). 
 
2. President’s Report 

 
a) Updates on the Grand Fondo:  Following a meeting with the chair of the Cranbrook Grand Fondo, 

Glen, has provided real evidence of what will be required to pull off such a large-scale event.  The 
Chamber has been provided with a step-by-step outline of all the committees needed and the tasks 
for each.  This information is a great footprint that can be used for the planning of the event and 
indicates the need for intensive volunteer recruitment.  Bringing such an event from planning to 
completion will require huge manpower; the Cranbrook event involves approximately 150 
individuals.  It was reiterated that board involvement will be required to chair committees among 
other duties. There was discussion of possible active partners to assist in the required tasks and 
committees.  The Creston Cycling Club is already partnered and has 20+ members to assist. There 
was also mention of the possibility of involvement from both KES and the College of the Rockies.  
Other community organizations will be invited to participate as planning is underway. 
To ensure the community can support such an event in terms of accommodation and services, the 
executive is to meet with Mary Angus from the Creston Ramada to discuss date possibilities for 
2019. 
Mark W. requests a motion to proceed with planning of the Grand Fondo.  So, carried by Joanna 
W., and seconded by Kim G., none opposed. Motion was carried. 
Mark S. suggests the striking of a Steering Committee.  This will be discussed at an upcoming 
executive meeting.  Karen U. indicated the importance of securing sponsorships by early fall of 
2018 to ensure our event is included in 2019 budgets.  Kim G. suggests possibly starting smaller 
than the maximum 500 riders for the first year.  This will be taken into consideration following 
discussions surrounding accommodation and service restrictions.  Merv H. expressed his 
confidence that the regions beauty will attract many people to the Grand Fondo. 

 
b) Allan Downton has approached the Chamber with the possibility of starting a quarterly or thrice 

yearly mail out.  Allan D. is the creator of the Creston Living Magazine, which is mailed out to 5200 
residents of the Creston Valley.  He proposed that the Chamber provide the content, and he will 
provide the advertising, construction and distribution of the magazine.  It will be at no cost to the 
Chamber.  Three times a year distribution schedule was mentioned to coincide with membership 
recruiting drives. 
Megan M. motioned to proceed with discussion with Allan Downton and creation of a first issue for 
January 2018; seconded by Joanna W.; none opposed. The motion was carried. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
c) The possibility of bringing in a Social Media specializes was mentioned to help establish the social 

media presence of the Chamber.  There will be further discussion at a later date. 
 

d) The first Dragon’s Den event has been completed.  The 2017 winner of $1000 was Carla Simon and 
her Build-a-Bra service.  Al other participants received a free year’s membership to the Chamber of 
Commerce.  A list of improvements for next year has been complied, but overall it was a successful 
event.  The date has been set for 2018, and will be October 17th.  Board involvement will be 
required for future events. 

 

e) Mark W. shared some updates and information on the Green Municipal Fund that the Chamber 
was hoping to utilize for improvement to the heating and cooling system.  The fund is offered 
through the Canadian Federation of Municipalities and can offer 50-80% support for feasibility 
studies and improvements.  The Chambers advisor indicated that the turnaround is generally quite 
slow and that the proposed improvements may require a larger commitment from the TOC than 
originally indicated.  This brings about the question of whether the Chamber should explore other 
options in order to get things moving in the renovations.  Vern G. asks if it is possible to go ahead 
and have the funding come retroactively.  Mark W. explains that as the feasibility study is required 
initially, that would not be possible.  It could easily be next fall before funding is approved for the 
feasibility study which would put all renovation plans on hold until then.  It was decided that the 
Chamber will wait to receive the templates for the application process before moving forward.  
This issue is carried forward to the next board meeting for further discussion. 

 
f) Mark W. briefly discussed his experience at the CBT Symposium.  It was a sharing of current and 

useful demographic data and included many interesting presentations.  Refer to the President’s 
Blog for details. 

 

3. 2nd Vice President’s Report 
 
a) Megan M. reviewed the financials to date.  The overall review of finances from January to 

September 2017 has the Chamber in positive revenue.  The Chamber has had total operating 
expenses of 84,533.06, including over $12,000 in necessary repairs and maintenance costs since 
January.  The total revenue for the same period was $85,613.36, not including the revenue from 
the Dragon’s Den event.  This results in an overall positive revenue of $1080.30 for the period of 
January to September 2017. 
In an effort to minimize expenditures from regular operating costs, it was requested that board 
members review expenses and provide input on areas where there could be improvements. 

 
4. Executive Director’s Report 

 
a) Vern G. mentioned that membership fees were increased for 2018.  All fee rates have been 

increased going forward.  Kim G, asks when the last rate increase occurred.  Vern G. indicated it 
had not been done in at least the previous 3 years.  There was objection to the increase from Mark 
S. and Megan M.  The issue will be further discussed in the next executive meeting for review of 
what the criteria is for each membership level, the fees for each level and the possibility of striking 
a membership committee. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
b) The Chamber’s new student employee, Faith Oler, is working out very well. She is currently working 

on the membership mailouts to be sent to past member from 2015 and 2016 who are not currently 
members.  These mailouts will be followed up with a phone. 

 
c) One of the Dragon’s Den contestants, Myrna Neilson, is possibly interested in renting the available 

office space in the Chamber building for her HR and Management consulting services. 
 

5. Other/New Business 
 
a) Kim G. initiates a discussion surrounding the collaboration with the Chamber for the Board of 

Directors retreat on November 10th.  The Chamber has been invited to make a short presentation 
and Mark W. and Kim G. will work together to coordinate the topics of discussion and put forth 
some initiatives.  To be further discussed at an upcoming executive meeting. 

 
b) Heidi G. introduced the Creston Valley Kootenay Lake Economic Action Partnership open house to 

be held on November 8th at the Creston and District Community Complex from 5pm to 7pm in the 
lobby area.  The open house is open for all residents and business owners who are interested in the 
local economy to attend.  There is an economic development direction survey already released for 
local businesses to complete.  There will also be a meeting of the Steering Committee from 2pm to 
4pm, by invite to stakeholders including the Chamber of Commerce and the College of the Rockies.   

 

 
6. President Mark W. called the meeting adjourned at 1:30pm 

 
 


